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Sontronics

Saturn 2
The Saturn 2 large-diaphragm condenser micro-

phone from Sontronics stands out primarily due 

to its unusual design and its versatile range of ap-

plications. With multiple switchable polar patterns 

(including omni, cardioid, hypercardioid, and figu-

re-8), it can be flexibly adapted to a wide variety of 

recording situations.

The selection of polar patterns is made via a di-

gital encoder directly on the microphone. In total, 

nine patterns are available, allowing for everything 

from focused close-miking to room and stereo ap-

plications. The concept is further complemented by 

an integrated attenuation system as well as the dis-

tinctive ring design, which provides additional pro-

tection for the capsule.

Sonically, the Saturn 2 presents itself as very 

open and detailed. Vocals are captured with clari-

ty and presence, while acoustic instruments such 

as guitars, strings, or woodwinds benefit from good 

depth representation. The package includes a mat-

ching shock mount as well as a sturdy transport 

case. With its relatively high weight and striking de-

sign, the Saturn 2 is clearly intended for studio use.

Verdict
Thanks to its versatility, the Sontronics Saturn 2 is 

suitable for vocals, instruments, and room recor-

dings in the studio alike. With its numerous polar 

patterns and detailed sound, the microphone is 

well suited for a wide range of recording scenarios. 

A true workhorse!

Top strengths:

J nine polar patterns
J clear, detailed sound
J versatile for vocals and instruments
J distinctive, robust design

Web: sontronics.com

Distribution: audiowerk.eu

Price: 1.349 Euro

United Studio  
Technologies

UT Twin48
With the UT Twin48, United Studio Technolo-

gies pursues an ambitious concept: this large-dia-

phragm tube microphone combines two legenda-

ry sonic worlds, those of the Neumann U47 and the 

later U48. At its core is the specially developed UT 

K48 dual-diaphragm capsule. It is based on the his-

toric M7 design, but uses modern materials such as 

ultra-thin, gold-sputtered Mylar diaphragms. Sig-

nal amplification is handled by a selected NOS EF86 

pentode tube. Together with the custom-designed 

UT-BV8 output transformer, this results in a classi-

cally inspired yet technically clean tube sound. Par-

ticularly interesting is the ability to switch between 

two sound modes via the external power supply.

In 47 mode, the rear diaphragm is deactivated, 

producing a large, open, and detailed sound. The 

48 mode activates both diaphragms and delivers a 

warmer, more intimate tone with lower sensitivi-

ty. In practical use, the UT Twin48 impresses with 

a low noise floor and a very musical sound charac-

ter. Vocals benefit from a pleasant presence without 

harsh sibilance. 

Verdict
The UT Twin48 is a high-end tube microphone with 

two clearly distinct sonic characters. While the 47 

mode is particularly well suited for vocals and ins-

truments, the 48 mode offers a more intimate tone 

for softer vocal or spoken-word recordings. The mi-

crophone truly excels with vocals, speech, and de-

licate instruments, providing a modern interpreta-

tion of classic tube microphone sounds.

Top strengths:

J two sound modes in the style of U47 and U48
J very low-noise tube microphone
J high-quality custom transformer
J excellent build quality and accessories

Web: unitedstudiotech.com

Distribution: audiowerk.eu

Price: 1.649 Euro

AEA

R88 mk2
AEA positions the R88 mk2 as a stereo ribbon mi-

crophone for room and ensemble recordings. Un-

like classic single microphones, it combines two 

ribbons within a single housing and forms a fixed 

Blumlein configuration. This results in a realistic 

stereo image with clear depth and a pronounced 

sense of space.

Inside, two passive ribbon elements are moun-

ted at a 90-degree angle to each other. With their fi-

gure-8 polar pattern, they capture sound from the 

front and rear, while significantly attenuating sig-

nals from the sides. However, achieving optimal re-

sults requires a well-sounding room.

In terms of sound, the R88 mk2 exhibits the 

typical qualities of high-end ribbon micropho-

nes: warm, smooth, and highly organic. The highs 

are more gentle than pronounced, while the mids 

and low end provide plenty of body and depth. It 

delivers particularly musical results on drum over-

heads, guitar amps, string ensembles, or choir re-

cordings. The microphone also remains compo-

sed with louder sources. With a maximum SPL of 

around 165 dB, it is suitable for guitar amplifiers or 

even kick drums. This makes it appealing not only 

for ensemble recordings but also for rock and metal 

productions where a natural room sound is desired.

Verdict
The AEA R88 mk2 excels as a specialized stereo rib-

bon microphone for high-quality room and ensem-

ble recordings. If you are looking for depth, cha-

racter, and an authentic sense of space, this is an 

exceptional tool for demanding studio work.

Top strengths:

J true stereo ribbon microphone in a Blumlein 
configuration

J exceptionally natural room reproduction
J warm, organic sonic character
J high SPL handling up to approx. 165 dB

Web: aearibbonmics.com

Distribution: klemm-music.de

Price: approx. 2.799 Euro
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